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A precious links teased by Atlantic waves and wind, Waterville is as captivating as 

any place on earth. Stand under the vast skies amid the sandhills and admire the 

poetic landscape. The panorama of rounded fells and fields of Irish green is only 

broken by the waters of Ballinskelligs Bay funnelling out to the fickle ocean. 

Wonderfully remote but far from isolated, it owes its existence to the heady 

technological era of the late 1800s. As just about the most westerly point of Europe, 

the town’s cable station heralded a crucial transatlantic bond, and golf naturally found 

a home on these rugged shores. From humble beginnings in 1889, today Waterville 

stands serenely in the top 20 of the world’s links. A rare breed indeed.

Rare Breed

Left: Waterville sits on a 
sandy peninsula bounded by 
the breakers of Ballinskelligs 
Bay and the River Inny 
estuary. Barron’s rate it the 
Number One course in all 
Ireland.

First light - misty and mystical Waterville village enchants allcomers.
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Waterville’s greatness rests on its power and grace. When the first hole is named 

‘Last Easy’ a foreboding challenge is bound to follow – full of drama, exciting, 

uplifting but honest. A manly fight, often tussling with the breeze that ruffles the 

flags, Waterville demands bravado and brains. Its simple, raw beauty weaves itself 

into your psyche. Secluded tees, shell-like bunkers with swaying fringes, gorse and 

tousled banks of flustered grass all set a magnificent test of your game and spirit. 

Breathtaking scenery and the odd skirmish with the silver-blue threads of water 

gliding along the River Inny estuary also taunt your concentration. No pretence, 

just a straight-talking, heavenly links in God’s back garden.

World Class

Right:  The 15th hole 
named The Vale, swoops 

over a crest to reveal 
a green in a theatre of 

tangly mounds.

The Mass Hole - 12th, 200 yards, par 3.

“It’s tough, exhilarating, and 
I love coming back to savour 
her charms. She is a 
wondrous challenge but a 
fair maiden nonetheless.” 
Joe Carr - past captain Royal & 

Ancient Golf Club and eleven-

time Walker Cup player.
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Today the links bears little resemblance to the primitive original. When golf 

dwindled here in the 1950s, the course lay dormant until a man of vision and  

passion rekindled its fire. Irish American John A. Mulcahy worked miracles with  

Eddie Hackett, Ireland’s legendary architect, and Masters champion Claude  

Harmon to create this benchmark links. 

Time does not stand still and Waterville’s pedigree has since been touched by a famed 

hand. In 2003, Tom Fazio seamlessly added bite and intrigue while enhancing the unique 

links characteristics of this stirring sanctuary. Now all holes are framed wondrously by 

wild, eye-catching dunes and menacing bunkering. It joins Pine Valley and Winged 

Foot as one of Fazio’s renovation masterpieces.

Wild Ride

Left: Waterville’s 11th hole is a 
walk on the wild side through 
an ‘avenue’ of towering,  
tumultuous dunes. 

Above and over the page: New edition - the awesome 424-yard  7th, knows as Teacher.

“I stayed in Waterville for 
a long weekend, revelling in 

its quiet solitude and natural 
beauty... It may be the best 

links in all of Ireland.” 
John Steinbreder

Departures Magazine





In the pages of Cigar Aficionado Magazine,  
architect Tom Fazio listed his personal world 

favourites. His top three were: Pine Valley, 
Waterville and Augusta National!
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Such is Waterville’s search for perfection and the pure links experience that two  

completely new holes were created to replace the old 6th and 7th. Now the links 

boasts another thrilling par-3 looking out to the sandy spits of the shimmering  

estuary and away to the craggy Magillicuddy Reeks, and a brave two-shotter to  

complement the course’s vigour. Even the famous 16th known as Liam’s Ace was 

meticulously re-shaped for added spice. Any lack of theatre was washed away on the 

waves, and in Fazio’s words: “emotions run high – now you get that ‘rush’ you expect 

from a great links on every hole.” Links golf is the game’s heritage, and Waterville’s 

growing potency and fame assures it of a treasured place in history.

Power & Glory

Right:  Mulcahy’s Peak - the 
death-defying par 3 17th 

- named after the  visionary 
owner who resurrected  

the links in the 1970s.
Over the page:  Stunning  

vistas of Ballinskelligs Bay 
open up as you tackle the 

tough par-4 16th.

Inny Valley - 6th, 194 yards, par 3

“If ever there’s a spot to have 
my ashes scattered I would 
be privileged to have them 
strewn across Waterville. 
For me, it is The place.” 
Steve Carr - Golf World UK





“...Waterville and Ballybunion helped me realise 
the dream of a lifetime - victory in the Open  
Championship the following week!” Mark O’Meara



“...Waterville and Ballybunion helped me realise 
the dream of a lifetime - victory in the Open  

Championship the following week!” Mark O’Meara
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With pure air, and only larks and the surge of the mighty Atlantic tide scurrying 

up the strand to accompany the sound of silence, Waterville is an invigorating and 

therapeutic haven. A place where the great and the good have come for rest and  

relaxation, taken up the formidable golfing challenge and forged friendships for life. 

From Charlie Chaplin to club members Tiger Woods, Mark O’Meara and Payne 

Stewart, being part of the Waterville story means the start of a love affair. It’s the 

chance to indulge the passions for not only golf, but gracious living in the 18th  

century Waterville House by the ocean, and to revel in nature’s bounty. 

A dozen elegant bedroom suites, relaxed lounges and health facility - with 

steam, sauna and massage rooms - feather the soul. Cool nights, warm fires and the 

craic counter the ravages of a tough day on the fairways. Or if you feel your swing 

still needs honing, head for the house’s private practice ground.

Behind the manor glistens the sailor’s paradise of Lough Currane feeding the teem-

ing river that drifts through the famed Butler’s Pool to the ocean. Guile can tempt the 

salmon and sea trout to bite. Hunting too on the mountains and moors of the ‘King-

dom of Kerry’ can match the patience and skill needed to tackle the links. 

Waterville, with its genial people, scintillating links and blissful location is 

simply an exceptional corner of the world.

Sporting Greats

Waterville House serves  
as a home from home for  

members and their guests 
and  overlooks one of 

the finest fishing beats 
in Ireland. The sea 

angling for bass at the 
mouth of the river is 

also acclaimed.

Payne Stewart had a 
special relationship with 
the people and links of 
Waterville, and just 
before his untimely and 
tragic death accepted 
his last great honour in 
the game – the captaincy 
of the club.



“There may not be a more pleasant place to 
stay in Ireland, and guests quickly fall into 

the soothing rhythm of life.” Departures Magazine



Telephone +353 (0)66 9474102  Fax +353 (0)66 9474482
email wvgolf@iol.ie  www.watervillegolflinks.ie

Waterville Golf Links, 
Ring of Kerry, Waterville 

Co.Kerry, Ireland


